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ØHead of state
ØAppoints officials to conduct
foreign policy matters
ØConstitutional authority for
foreign policy leadership
ØAbility to negotiate treaties
with foreign countries

ØRatifies treaties with 2/3 
Senate majority
ØExplicit powers to regulate
foreign commerce and controls
the budget (power of the purse)
ØPower to provide oversight
and conduct investigations

ØEconomic and business
groups
ØPublic interest groups
ØCivil rights interest groups
ØLabor and union groups
ØPolitical action groups
ØNational origins groups
ØHuman rights groups

ØHighly charged issues can be
brought to the forefront when
the media concentrates their
attention
ØNegative media can lead to
negative public opinion, which
has political consequences

There are many aspects of society that shape
American foreign policy:
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There are 5 main goals of American foreign policy:

Trade

National 
Security

Promoting 
Democracy

World
Peace

Human 
Rights

Protection against aggression which includes but is not
limited to: arms control, terrorism, extremism, and cyber
attacks
International trade to ensure our economic stability by
employing Americans, obtaining natural resources, and
providing economic stability with friendly countries
Encourage and assist in the development of democratic
political systems in an effort to provide the most liberties
and align with U.S. values
The U.S. has less of a chance of being drawn into conflict
if there is peace throughout the world and work to
mediate conflicts to bring about peace.
Encourage basic human rights for all citizens of the
world and ensure that all people are treated with dignity
and respect to promote American values.
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Group of nations that come
together to promote peace, 

economic stability, and security
Alliances

Communication and

negotiation between

nations that may help

reduce tensions and solve

disagreements

Diplom
acy

Economic and humanitarian aid
to help countries develop or
rebuild infrastructure, provide
basic necessities, offer help to
political prisoners or refugees

Financial Aid

Sanctions are a type of

punishment
(aid or trade) 

while embargos formally

prohibit businesses from

trading with a particular

nation

Trade M
easures
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6 Tools of 
Foreign 
Policy

© 2017 United Students.  All rights reserved. 127


